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to regain Kentucky and Tennessee. General
Bragg, with about 45,000 men, had marched
into the state, occupying important positions,
but was defeated at Perryville by General
Buell and compelled to retreat, while Rose-
crans had repulsed a determined attack by
Van Dorn at Corinth. Rosecrans succeeded
Buell as commander of the Army of the
Cumberland, and on the last day of the year
he met Bragg's army, which had returned to
Tennessee, at Murfreesboro. After a ter-
rific three days7 battle the Confederates
retreated.
Events of 1863. The year 1863 witnessed
the crucial campaigns of the struggle, the
turning point of the war. In the east, Burn-
side was succeeded by Joseph Hooker. At
Chaneellorsville Lee inflicted on Hooker a
terrible defeat, and the victories at Chan-
cellorsville and Frederieksburg encouraged
Lee to make another invasion of the North-
ern states. The two armies therefore ad-
vanced northward on opposite sides of the
Blue Ridge, each hastening to be the first
to cross the Potomac. Just before the crucial
point of this campaign, Hooker was relieved
and Meade was placed in command of the
Federal army. He immediately crossed the
Potomac and harassed Lee until he was
forced to give battle. This was at Gettys-
burg on July 1 to 4, where, after one of the
most important combats of modern times,
the Confederate advance was checked. This
Federal victory was almost duplicated on
exactly the same day at Vicksburg in the
southwest, where U. S. Grant had been con-
ducting a long siege and bombardment. The
Confederate General Pemberton surrendered
on July 4. In the same month, Port Hudson
surrendered to General Banks, and within a
few weeks the Mississippi River was freed
from Confederate control. The year of 1863
witnessed important events in the states of
Kentucky and Tennessee. First was the
Battle of Chickamauga, in which the Fed-
eral Army of the Cumberland under Rose-
crans was almost completely destroyed by
the Confederates under Bragg. Soon after-
wards, Grant became head of the Depart-
ment of the Mississippi, which included all
the western armies, and in November he
directed the great Battles of Chattanooga,
including the celebrated "Battle above the
Clouds" and the gallant storming of Mis-
sionary Ridge, by which the Confederates
were completely routed.
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Grant in Command. In the following
spring, Ulysses S. Grant, who had displayed
remarkable ability in the west, was made
commander in chief of all the armies of the
Union and took personal charge of the Army
of the Potomac in Virginia. Under his
SECOND INVASION OF THE NORTH
direction an army of 100,000 men under
General Sherman was to advance from Chat-
tanooga to Atlanta and, if possible, crush the
army of General Joseph E. Johnston, while
the Army of the Potomac was to proceed
toward Richmond and capture or destroy the
famous Army of Northern Virginia under
Lee. The advance was begun May 4. The
first battle in the east was on May 5, in the
so-called Wilderness, just south of the
Rapidan River. Neither side gained a de-
cisive victory. Grant continued his move-
ment by ordering a march around Lee's
right fiank, but was again confronted at
Spottsylvania Court House by Lee's whole
army and was defeated in his purpose to
crush that force. Again taking up the move-
ment about the enemy's right, he was com-
pelled to give battle at the North Anna River,
but was again defeated and for the third time
made a circuitous march to the left about
Lee's position. At Cold Harbor the two
armies again met, and after probably the
most stubborn contest of the wtole war
Grant withdrew and attempted by his usual
method to advance towards Richmond. At

